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www.meetipreeti.com

MMNY is now on twitter as well @Majha_ MMNY


http://www.meetipreeti.com/

Find us on
Maharashtra Mandal NY is now on Facebook. Search for “Maharashtra Mandal NY” on
Facebook.

Please support the organization by clicking “like” button.

You will find the latest news, up-coming events, pictures and useful information on the
page. The facebook link is

https://www.facebook.com/maharashtramandal.ny
- Kini Prabhakarr
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Fish Cutlets

Ingredients:-

2 kindfish fillets

1 cup pohdpuffed rice)soaked
2 thsp gingegarlic paste

1/2 cup pudina paste

2 potatoes boiled & mashédtter
Breadcrunbs as needed

1 tsp turmeric powder

Salt to taste

Procedure:-

(1) Steam the fish & remove the bones.

(2) Then put the potatoepudina pastegpohe turmeric powdergingergarlic paste & salt to taste
(3) Coat them with breadcrumbs & shalldsy them in butter.

(4) Serve with green chutney or tomato ketchup.

- Widr domaeET

www.pritiskitchen.weebly.com
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1. Feed me and | live, yet give me a drink and | die
A. Fire

2. Mr. Smith has 4 daughters. Each of his daughters has a brother. How many
children does Mr. Smith have?
A.5

3. Look at me. | can bring a smile to your faegear to your eye, or even a
thought to your mind. But, | can't be seen. What am 1?

A. Memory

4. What gets broken without being held?
A. A promise
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5. What has a head, a tail, is brown, and has no legs?
A. A penny

6. What is harder to catch the fasy@u run?
A. Your breath

7. What belongs to you but others use it more than you do?
A. Your name

8. Two fathers and their two sons go fishing together. They each catch one fish to
take home with them. They do not lose any fish, and yet when they airhveene

they only have three fish. How can this be?

A. There are just three people. A grandfather, his son, and his grandson.

9. What body part is pronounced as one letter but written with three, only two
different letters are used?
A. Eye

10.Mary's faher has 4 children; three are named Nana, Nene, and Nini. So what is
the 4th child's name?
A. Mary

TR w2 HIS
@rellel SIS ATAT AT Ficelee WA, AT Ycdeh sarel Feard "aR” ad Frelr
aTfet.

1. Family - 9Rar

2. Introduction
3. Nurse

R0
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4. Familiar
5. Paragraph
6. Culmination
7. Marriage
8. Outcome
9. Circular
10. Terminology
11. Fragrance
12. Transformation
13. Revolution
14. Appendix
15. Hard work
16. Council
17. Seminar
18. Situation
19. Surrounding
20. Unit/measure

(T ATR)
(FIFITT 3T 29 ST w6 TIT info@mmny.org AT §-A IeATaR IISATE]. IHTF IR
TSI 7 qéieT 3T wieg Foard Adier.)

FERTE ASS =gl

Maharashtra Mandal of New York

Please note the following dates for MMNY major programs (subject to change):
Maharashtra Din - Saturday, May 6, 2017

Glorious India - May 26-28, 2017 (MMNY is proud to be the community partner)
Picnic - Saturday, July 22, 2017

India Day Parade/s  in August 2017

Ganapati - Sunday, August 27, 2017 (Tentative)

Kojagiri - Saturday, September 30, 2017

Diwali - Saturday, October 28, 2017
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TICET § STadoldd Yoo U TofelaN HITT Jedeh, I Al Hasd '37=Tar
TR TR Shel. HATATREIIT T T, FANES Siex T e [dgod
Y AT §EA A ST, AT GEARrT FhAT gooTqA-$30 I oI, HISY]
faregeardt TRRF-3RRa-Aoarrear-afeg-3mitte saadia-FasR gHe
SHRITTIAHE €0 A UA-STTFd-o1 3ed. RIAM, ATd JEATaeAT 7T AT sieteh
HAET, JETHICATS TR TR ATSHITT HIA S, oTdehid o geh-a90 Sie HIHT
3YISH BIUIR 3T HERISCIcel A JEehidshedichs Tashiell 37Tg. HISH Ucwilell,
OTeT & 30T Shel 3T FraTclord JEThId ATSAT AIQAT HTAle, gHde, HAGATER
MNoE NdEds @ RAfger 3mg. FET AT ARSI o 9 IS 3Tcle
BISol. HIST Uil AT ‘GoT o7 faer #I GTel... Tk AT T[eleEdl
QDTS Ik drereh, 3T TETT Fciter 37Rf 3R STedarl.

AT Mither BASA cgawr s, AWM g ARSI FAUS! FATS 3o @eid
AT HRATHS, 3Heieh aY¥ AGRISC-g6o1 AGRISC HSd Tl JTARAATS sholoT
forEardt A g gife Muaredr SaHes Sl ART-HEHA ATl FET 378,
o, FXIET Aiged &1 (Photo Journalism) g Srfasias AT g AGRISEI
SUTRY 31 31l I AP araeerr gfafshar 3g...
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3T SIeHLIATSE A, Hag FIST |ifged FENT $ A, 086ell Il T HIST
CICTATES Wicdeh 3dlS’ U 37Tel §Id. fddhle dTaeledl o1 138 Poo HHRHAT
HATSET TchR, ATAYT T 3715 31 NG PUATT 3Tell gidr. Jfel F JRAT FASI-
IR ATE FATET, A1 A AAST (A AHEAG, oS, F HY) AR SAvfiagde
SiTelell T a0 il AT STgel 3 @HET 3¢ § AT U AUS FANST A9
c@el Ugel 3R 3720 Tl WA Y UTeTd. 3.
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qeT 3. B, poseRvll wiEl W el HeET. Hifecd &
fre’ @ foigor @9 wEiew’ WY@ d A@Ed S, HIE
Ifeaa Fees 3 95 el fim 1. 2. GFasH =wed
fa 3 Ten AY ARMER THE HS FRd. d T, g
T ATgHaTEashY §Ehd 9 WSl aTgHA fafhcaqel amH
. e e fommna sifges, dates, faedvoree
tfcreTires gEeh WTEI EEET 9 e ffvwa T e
@a o U0l dele. Hifefcus SIS IIE 3
FURE o AR deHE, I gl FEngEE 9
FaareTE Bidl. @rfge i fSreor dmma g fruamg wga
Tae & I1d ekl ATE). WTEET e 81 hl, e STl
70 wfafesrar, foaraten 9 o= feufarmn $rm e
Y. dfsern aREr S AEAE @l Agen 9 sUdid
W%Wﬁ?ﬁa@mamﬁwn?ﬁamﬁm%@wm
MéEe gaul Feda gie wfmie ot sEkE
sufevarEn ®e  @renl Bl gl Regeda o
FATHETE HT5 T Iieard Frenl gidl. a8, T3 e
g 1} fohohe Wosd @I ATEN fEaiER gian yHoNa gl

e afedm  SAfeRE R Tew wadkd ST
SEHEiel ued qEdH qUATSAT U@ T HUHH  SEhIRE
&l B4, A fhad Bl ek gF 3l guibg FeEeR dHmTY
TG R U OEA giedEd fafgd S ol Gl e
afsar == e gd s 9d A g4, 2w giie
gEaehT AftTE B, AR srE Fi, afeeren e wm
qEAHHAl 3 Il B W AR UE YN B
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eiiean sl suadi, aftens wgis @ T gaiEd e d
e ®IH THINE el ATed. & AU o FHEHT HH HAMT
I R TS quEe o defEr omg-adia 9 . sremRd
HIGHE! T .

o g favy s d= emen qft Ml gm gEdehred
TeeEdl & A W G | 9 Tdid i aEeE el
USUR ATE A WAl WE 3R, e s fafauah
AR Pl FEAT ATEIH YAh Goar U1, Y, TR,
BN, d 94 & THARE! TEAE. We, @ FAd TANES
AT, ol IEAEl W SEE BIa 9 NI A foere
e adl. I qam arHe Wt fafuen =flat 7 3@
ot fafecien weefmiass v v Fon o, &
SAfthier STeeaTat Y% g, wded, 3TE, ST Fhdt
AgvfE o gEofe oM e qreen e Y. o/l '
dHeEl, wmE, a fRfweem  dwde gemEm@mTe
FARBEEUH Saeen  TTeEl R, o= gig eEEe
TG e g gEe Haedt IR

W et wfte oY smfeha g =pid wmeen wd iy
I ST WEUA @A AR, I LW FFRE I, 3US FAHH,
9 HEepdl IR B S wed wigh word, Rrarsht ard fi-
TS, == srganft, we, @ 9rg @ifa t sead e oTR.
UlgHId, dqieSa AIAET el fR usen A Atificial
Intelligence-Robat a1 7ea1  gifci=an  wa@ge @z
TGS TH-%a T Zaedld Uedia w191 faam g,
St S ugiaEt W Sfon F gehaT T 39 ME-3EH gEl
forerd @ Wreue-amen e T Wem w@. fam, Jumsn
ged% gonggren faw 7 vsdi feardidier @rm awefiar-wusmE
A HHIE Fhedl TTEL & AT T 30 = ge am
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e Tg MR At HEH FGHAT STIeATER FEE! HOR T8l
A HeT Wt IR, Al HeedAT 9 WiEAT Ir=l §1 e
HTeATA @ Aeal T W& qraal 3741 fSamEs s,

AT FRURSH WOl i T Bifee W w1 .
M o (@) T +d 9 ITUE. W, MRS AR
afirer, wOfes, AHfs, 9 it s faar 9= A4
fireren . &1 B Hd FEAAT A T gt &1 H
9, d THfae, SUEA, 9 WIgT Jal S T fHeren
g TEd A Iaa] a1 gevarn Hi e ol =S &l
fagear w&E veTE T e YTl W, @@l e,
fir s, =aTelt 3rqe Ad g@d, 9 @1 JYH H wfi"aE-
g STl ‘HHEA e T, w1 SRS dreETd
Hd @A T Jgt ¢’y aHie Sare’ @ R, A
M WEg Hod, M HEA Sl g 3 qEE ool
a1 wrffa oA ddd oMeav g I, W, W-9 W
O o SiaieEn 3R YA O weid 3 g g
AN TAT Hed Softe Bld Ulgell. SATIHT UM HEETRI
HEET Hiedd™ T givsard avfte a1 Seie=an Ja™ Jell
3TEdE] T Selid. ot gashl TAHINTG, TehiNd, STHIA, 9
gurelt Bl h e ot warell dmrelt AE. T E, e
gigare fag fordl B Mg ar=h gEe soflad ga eft. e
e & T garEl 3a’ wieh @l Al 9 fiesehd ate.

I frga v geh Sfaq sewaam @z oo wen
gieft @y feeft, &1 yam +iia ad & dA2F F0 =6 and
=TT S BT S AEl. 3o @ weefay fafgarn wer
IEEA Sflade fied Teft. fimm, gmaer fagm 3sA
JeIh Al STHGH Hed hell, Tsged Aeg M, AIEdEs g
w&@vﬁ Ues B T, w1 WEhAgS # et
geifadT a1 sHfthedld 9 safthHcaTd 371 YT Ued el o
e Hied ATt aTed T A9 YR ATEl. TRUETd, (3THg
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3 g9 e hl S gE=Aer fdia s wa e e
JTdl. 3 AT USIE! SIvTE.

'Sharing is Caring' & ATET daTies SgaremyE0r M
W dEuen fgafaasr @ W grEEET araEer g
FIdl. aTashichgd el IaH Wiearg fiesd e 9 & oreHTe
JEish TR U 31 JSlaes wgrdl feen wmd gran. amges
TG ATE highish WEl, gulhg afelcrs, @ sia, faga
¥ ¥ B, W g o Tl B i orHd. et W
AT TN 3TECUH BT qEAShIE A S TTETl. ST
THEEETE M. gEE A g YeRERE Seeed
feasrcares i mr=mE] FuET ST 3R, faesrarade ar
Ifget geas g o few o g, R gefew weeEn ufg
*d Bid. UGHH = IT9 WIF hal Bid. a1 o fag=n
AGa=a] AFTeR R, dEd, B wielrs ocead e
s TgY @I dier oIuft o e wresTal.

Sd faga pesenolt
JFTeh, STHTHT

jvkny1@gmail.com
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WS 100 Years of Indian Cinema:

1913-2013
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| am happy and proud to share the following news about my humble tribute 10®@ ear old
Indian Film Industry thru rare photographs froor personapassionate collection. You can also
read more info at:

http://maharashtratimes.indiatimesm/articleshow/12537614.cms

Info: http://www.indianexpress.com/newstanturyof-memories/943726/

Photoshttps://plus.google.com/photos/11014094443069574ai0ins/573859009992269688
1?gpinv=AMIXal94aBmr8YVFr7NdW5wcWHS8-
WugWL1lev5HPM4ZNxLK7e4enP6pebgliTUXcBkX34vsv
FEi7sDQi5ule1GMFNMdKfrpf8V4o0dgVso3SBWouypo&authkey=CV{aNmMvS25gE
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This historic and nostalgic event took place at Vasantrao Bagul Uddfameon Sunday,
April 29, 2012, at Pt. Bhimsen Joshi Art GallePgne. The same was extended for three weeks

by public demand. Proud to mentioned, we have donated our entire photos/collection to the
city of PuneéThi s ent i rmefrorhrmoytpersomakcbllechon.t was

W?ﬁﬁhﬁ.’ ¢
Times of India: W

A five-day cultural festival, comprising ) - e
music, dance, lins and exhibition, has been %%@X% N
organized between April 29 and May 3 at tf TCTEIRS Ik ATl ¥
National Film Archive of India to celebrate ST quT qEs HEeadh 2%
100 years of Indian cinema. U T 3 # A FeET i
It was on May 3, 1913, when founder of the ferroe. et et m@
Indian film industry Dadasaheb Phalke Wﬁ wm frck e
screened the first movie Raftrishchandra Wl?g W ST SRS S e
at Coronation theatre in Mumbai. TEFRAR A(e THIE A IaH
Addressing a news conference here on A9 A FOEA SR 71
Wednesday, Congress corporator Aba Bag TRIeHar I BIUR 3R. 37T
chairman of Pune Navratra Mahotsav, the A TRV, A HEIHACTAT
main organizer of t T 1. Al e
3, the film industry will enter the 100th 3e i ol 4 FomEde g
of its foundation. During the festival, US BRI We3A A A IS
based Jayant Kulkarni, who has a huge 312, 3o Ul Tsit Fermel arerea
collection of rare photographs of artists fror] e A AEC ST ST
the early days, will open his treasure for Wiﬁ ] firem wfeat %\mw“::
cCi nema .Iovgrs.c‘) msﬁmﬁa“emwwm;:é
On the 142nd birth anniversary of Phalke o SR, A A0 G del, o7 9T,
April 30, a rally will be taken out from the N 19, RN, e oy fafaw
Film and Television Institute of India till feprderiia HIet FTOM Fored Tewm
Sarasbaug, said Bagul. BV 3“'3’?' . " N
\I\//I;lsrgtnf;i I;i;rguslogégs will be presented_at | sqrﬁfr ‘; gﬁTﬁWm femge St T
yan on May 1 evening Whl S P mim? T
actors, who have worked as child actors in . I TR S 3 ¥ s
Marathi films, will interact with childre on O FST el HY 39 R e
May 2 evening, he said. il T B0 SATe. Qe
The organizing committee has also decideq ngmm ST
IscC;_een some famc_)us Marathi as well as oth 8 T e R f';&m'a fl Ems\
ndian films at various theatres in the city. S, 3 UG ¥ 3 &
The details will be announced soon, Bagul FOEH RS fasT
said. fogeTRme Teoe &, TEl,
foe qrafas SR ST ane
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0%l AT YN T AT adl HAL Hehic AT HIhAT ol 9T 3T SASAT
ool Adlel ST §d HAHCIAT 3TH 1T ehel. HRIHATIT IUET, A a8 A,
ST AT FARST FIfY, SId0T ScArer aNsr Heg 310 3eleh FHodedl e
3T "HERTSE HSh #g Tieh' AT Iqeh YaTohisll AgHId GolaR HIIshe Ul
JTEIIC el X 37Ed.

A Hohid HIIHATT STeclAR AIST FAeae A, e we Iiar aoa Gagei=marenr
'HTeqTe AR, JaT 30T ST &) sofeh AT cTd THTIIIUT e Fholl. @IeTh T
I Eoles FellhRIsT Td WeThily #Ad ool

AR ‘AGRISE HSH =g Aeh' AT WAG AWAh Heilol AL d STl HIHTRT
AT 3CHTET T8 3 [AAISTAETell S Tl SATel TAEE Sell. 3ol aAlel
FAET AP AT TILT HET 83T 3TeAG Odell.

SehaTd AT guTET TRt SHishA, TEISA-AIST FAaay T AgHTHATON ScaTglel
ToR shel. ‘eI -IeCIAR AT FEATH guilee Alfglcdsh d wAlchar 4. AT
dgelet ff@d 9ifte Aee "HAT Al dhel Ao T THAH YaThisil Jus Fiddes
ERCCELICE

a1 gfaRed TAREd 3f3ar a1 ARd SERAE ARG AT Feledr gad
AT YA "HGRISE HS =g Alh' °T HFGfeAdl GIeeR AT Alcdle f3eR Sege AT
qgc‘leh JHTHE, 3Tl AgHTIT SATel 8ld.

HERISE HS =g Aleh' TAT BhaAgeh Ustel fooo SlSeFHdl TOUT YR ahell TTOT
ST VST IR Usd 3. 3THTAT Youtube channel a¥ 3uredey fAasT Miger

Il TIR aholol HRIGHATT e fhufed gkt Targ«ar Aad.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXKKIQwkjYOIGO3!l bEGIUw
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INDIA

Exhibition
of over 10,000

Indian Products

Cultural
Extravaganza

featuring vibrant
colors of India

Sldeel 1R
Incredible !ndm

27-28 MAY, 2017
NJ EXPO CENTER, NEW JERSEY, USA

Participate in Glorious India as:

VISITOR to explore and buy among
thousands of Indian products at the
Exhibition

B2B DELEGATE to strike long-term
business association with Indian
exhibitor companies

INVESTOR to explore lucrative
investment opportunities in the
growing Indian market

SPECIAL INVITEE to enjoy an exciting
array of cultural and entertainment
programmes

GLORIOUS INDIA TALENT
CONTESTANT to win exciting prizes
and precious recognition

EXHIBITOR to promote business or
services amongst NRI community

Glorious India
Talent Contest
Miss India USA
Mrs. India USA
Mr. India USA

Glorious India
Awards to

Rich & Famous
NRIs of USA

SUPPORTED BY

AIRLINE PARTNER MEDIA PARTNER

JUSINDIA

* BusinessCouncil ==
EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCL Amllﬂoﬂ

TOR HANDICRAI TS PROMOTION COUNCR

USA-BASED SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS

SILET FNN KIS

(l!:’l( attatery

iy

AN .
e ) @
INDO-AMERICAN. =, D3O,  caceates
CHAMAER OF COMMERCT  couwsct ant seutine  CoMat o sovsin mocianin  uwemer of COUNRE & Nty

WASAARITRA VMRS OF

Free registration as B2B delegate at: www.gloriousindiaexpo.com

For more details, call Sangram Bhosle - 516 430 0055
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Jj&) FeIfad T HIeE AP # UFH IMTH FEUL ATATRGTET 3MTell. 08y Frell AT
Ay AT dfer 3mTeis o e 30T Faw YaTw FEURTT A R FTHR FgU
gear MMNY =1 HIRIHHATAT ol #l1q, WlMdTell. Tehal ISR AT HRIHHTE
'Volunteer' #gUTel &IH HIUATIEA, HIAHIROT FIANT I a1 wHh @ &7 srel
Shoed FATEN! 0T &A1 Haleir TAcgeT ATS &1d 'probable committee candidate’
FEUT Y 3eULT A GIATH A A Al Feadol FgUA H 3ol &1 HRIHIROT
AT T QAT Teh 3g! TRl Mge ITedT AT FST AN T FATTY
Gar, # FAF- AR R 83, AR WAASA IR IS0 H1T @ I §
GIAET HET ARG HB0T § s HAF... Y AgHT FOTAT T "ol
UTSTASHT AT R GRIErar JfRATA 0T 319 A AT AIST IrFearan!” 3foT
HSDIR 3MMedTHd Al fAafOId SeTd & o el Fiarol!

(T eI g T SATelladel HHR Vel HTed. AT AT HBb ATl gereh

AT 3T o &1 a1 RarErel RERT Fer 3me. sav AT seda FrdRse

Wﬁiﬂ ?IFT 3T ThaT RO EFI@' 3T 3'1@?4', T TATARNT info@mmny.org AT é’—

Aol UeATER HUH GTUTET. A ATT AT ATHredT STOVAY, a1 RIrarel carar
FuIfeider & fohar & & &gt . MMNY frar &gde seariear Raidega 4

gd AT fhar saRit Y 3 wraeETeRRar aRa AT MMNY & Atadiithe deam

e T eI § Alhd $-3ATRAS 311%.)

(Some pictures in this magazine are borrowed from web. When the source of a
picture is known, we mention it under that picturer. &iber pictures from

unknown sources, if anyone has any objection/copyright problem, please contact
us atinfo@mmny.org We will mention the appropriate source name or remove the
picture as per t heSnahadeep dothat takeicreditfor MMN'Y

borrowed pictures nor do they use those pictures for financial gain. MMNY is a
nonprofit organization and Snehadeep is a freggazine.)
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Pyau € {)©V

Pyauis a Water stall managed by men/women (mostly elderly women) to offer
free, fresh and cold water to weary travelers, farm workers and laborers who need
to quench their thirstPyausare frequently operated during hot Spring and

Summer seasormis Western and Central parts of India, esp. in Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat. The tradition goes back millennia to the time Pdfitheas

or even earlier.

Pyaucan also be an unmanned elaborately constructed water fountain fed by fresh
natural gring water from an underground reservoir. In modern times, it may also
refer to the selbperated municipal water taps at playgrounds or public parks.

| first saw aPyauin Madhya Pradesh near Indoreinddid®d 506s, and | ate
Rajasthan. When ouarmily visited Indore region, we also went to Ujjain, Dhar

and Mandu (MandavGarh fort). In Indore itself and on the roads w@gaus,

and | once asked an elderly gentleman in Indore abotrythes and he said some
people, especially elderly women da# a sociaeligious service to gdtunya;

that it says so ibhastras.| did not know what he meant I8hastras.My father

or mother did not give me any satisfactory answer either. Later when | was
working for my father, | traveled a lot in India fbis work. | went many times to
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan. | asked a college chemistry professor in
Ajmer about thd’yaus,and he told me that in Rajasthan it is considered a
charitable work, almost a religious duty to establish and manBgawa He also

added that there a&hastriyareasons for it, but did not elaborate further. By this
time | knew something about Hindu Shastras: Holy Scriptures such as Vedas,
Upanishadas, Bhagavad Geeta, mBaganas and the siz/’edangaShastras.

Then we also havérthashastra, Nyayashastra, Natyashastra, Kamashasida

so on. Finally, | found references in some ofPlueanas.

So here is an introduction to oBuranaswhich are also considered holy books by
most Hindus.

Puranas

Puranas are consiael as a part of Hindu religious texts, though not on the same
level as the Vedas, Upanishadas and Bhagavad Geeta, and are not considered as
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Scriptures. Even though Purana means nA
lives from ancient times, they are patity not as ancient as the Vedas and
Upanishadas. According to Amarsinh& ¢entury CE) for any later religious text
to be considered as a Purana, it has to have the following five essential
characteristics: Sarga (Creation), Pratisarga (AnnihilatMernsha (Lineage of
the Rishi), Manvantara (TimeKala and Yuga) and Vamshanucharita (Character
and Traits of great personalitie«ings and Rishis). Later on five more
characteristics were also added to these requirements: Visarga, Vritti, Raksha, Hetu
and Apashraya. Thus, it is believed that Puranas are not just stories to entertain but
have deep meanings and significances.

The Puranas are the extant legendary lore depicting the aspects of life with a
unique flavor. Puranas are the compilation ofaaient Indian Genre of Hindu

(and Jaina) Literature. In a way the Puranas can be ascribed as the post Vedic texts
narrating the history of Universe, from its creation to destruction, genealogies of
rishis, kings, heroes and demigods with a detailed dismusf Hindu Cosmology

and Philosophy. Originally, therefore, the term Puranas signified 'ancient tale' or

‘'old narrative' in the Brahmana literature, as comparedIthtsa (which includes
RamayanandMahabharata and Narashamsi. With the passagdrmoétPuranas

have attained the sanctity of holy books to the Hindus.

Most of us really do not have anydepth knowledge of any Purana. We probably
have never read any Purana, not even in translation. Nor for that matter any of the
Vedas, Upanishads,hsr Scriptures or Vedanga shastras. (However, we may have
read at least parts of BhagavadGeeta.) Puranas have borrowed heavily from these
texts. It is true that most Puranas have stories that we have read during childhood,
and are about birth of Godscduas Lord Ganesh, Brahmadeva or Dattatreya, of
rivalries between the gods, and Devis, etwhat we would consider as

mythology, like Greek or Roman mythology. But they also have lot more to offer

T Hindu philosophy, selknowledge, Yoga and personave®pment, ethics,

economy, music, arts and literature, medicine and sciences, virtues, what is good
and evil, duties of king, his officials and people and so on (see below). To discard
Puranas as Ohokumdé is |ike throwing awa

At the time Puranas were compiled, most people were illiterate, only the priests,
kings, nobility and rich merchants and their children learned how to read and write.
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Besides, all manuscripts were handwritten and copied, and were scarce. One way
to get he message from the Scriptures to the common man, and make him
understand the ethics, virtues, what is good and evil, duties and good behavior was
through the stories in the Puranas. Although our Scriptures and other religious
texts do dictate whatonestu | d and shoul d not do, fitea
much more common practice to get the message across, and this is where the
stories in Purana played a major role.

There are 18 MahaPuranas (Major or Greater ones) and 18 UpaPuranas (Minor or
Lesser ong), and all are written in Sanskrit. The 18 Mahapuranas have a total of
over 400,000 verses, written almost entirely in narrative metric couplets. Their
authors are unknown; neither the dates (years or time periods) when they were
written are known. Itg believed that the oldest were composed (or written down)

in the 3rd century CE and the more recent ones inMth centuries. The

religious practices included in them are considé&fadika All Puranasdeal with

Hindu gods and goddesses. Howetleey areencyclopedidn nature, and also

deal in very many diverse topics. Describe cosmology, relationship between gods,
how Vishnu, Shiva and Brahma collaborate, mythology, Hindu calendar and its
basis, festivals, ceremonies and feasts related tougadndu gods and goddesses
and theirTithis (dates on lunar calendar), as well as mythology and a discussion of
Dharmaparticularlyvrata (vow) anddana(charity). astronomy, moon, planets,
astrology, philosophy, the theory of "heaven and hell" with "leaamd rebirth",

how to practice Yoga, personal development andksadfviedge, ethics, what are
crimes and sins, good versus evil, rites of passage, also covers the duties and rights
of women,virtuessuch as compassion, charity and gift makwayjous dseases,

their symptoms and medicines, art and architecture, music, literature and rules of
grammar, temples and pilgrimage centers, water distribution, economy, taxation
theory, thrift and business practices, history and geography of Bharat (India) and
other nations, duties of kings, politics, state officials and their roles, law codes and
system of governance and administration, organization of army, theories on proper
(justifiable) causes of war and diplomacy, and many other topics. The list goes on
andon.

Three Puranas in particular are pertinent to our discussion of charitable water
giving.
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Garuda Puranaconsists of 19,000 verses. It is an encyclopedia of diverse topics.

Primarily about Vishnu, but praises all gods. Describes how Vishnu, Shdva an

Brahma collaborate. Many chapters are a dialogue between Vishnu and the bird

vehicle Garuda.

Describes in detailgirtues such as compassion, charity and gift maki@gruda
Purana text, through Yajnavalkya, presents its laws of virtue. The firsit dats,
is charity O U ), avhich it defines as follows:

A qift, made at a proper time and place, to a deserving person, in a true spirit of
compassionate sympathy, carries the merit of all sorts of pious acts. (What we call
in Marathi- iSatpatri Dana ) .

Skanda Puran&as 8,100 verses. It describes the birth of Skanda (or Karthikeya),
son of Shiva, and is the longest Purana.

The earliest text titte@kanda Purandikely existed by the 6ttentury CE, but the
Skanda Puranghat has survived into the modern era exists inynersions. It is
considered by scholars, in a historic sense, as among the "living" texts, which was
widely edited, over many centuries, creating numerous variants. The common
elements in the variant editions encyclopedically cover cosmogony, mythology,
genealogy, dharma, festivals, gemology, temples, geography, discussion of virtues
and evil, of theology and of the nature and qualities of Shiva as the Absolute and
the source of true knowledge.

The editions of Skandapurana text also provide an encytitofravel handbook

with meticulousTirtha Mahatmygpilgrimage tourist guides), containing
geographical locations of pilgrimage centers in India, Nepal and Tibet, with related
legends, parables, hymns and stories.

Tirtha: Holy Pilgrimage
According to &anda Purana Tirtha are of three kinds,
Jangam Tirtha: a place movable, of a sadhu, a rishi, a guru,

Sthawar Tirtha: a place immovable, like Varanashi, Hardwar, Mount Kailash, holy
rivers,
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Manas Tirtha: a place of mind, of truth, charity, patience, conmpassoft speech,
soul.

Many untraced quotes are attributed to this Purana.

Bhavishya Puran&as four partsRarva). The titleBhavishyameans "future" and
implies it is a work that contains prophecies regarding the future; however, the
"prophecy"” part®f the extant manuscripts are a modern era work.

The first part of thé&8havisya Puranas calledBrahmaparvanlt has some caste
related and women's rights related discussion that is egalitarian and challenge those
found in the 19tkcentury published nmauscripts of the Manusmrriti.

The second part of the text, callghdhyamaparvanis a Tantraelated work. The
"prophecy*related third parPratisargaparvarincludes sections on Christianity,
Islam, Bhakti movement, Sikhism, British rule, and considésesicholars as a
19th-century creation.

The fourth part of the text callddttaraparvan is also known aBhavishyottara

Purana This last part describes festivals related to various Hindu gods and
goddesses and thdiithis as well as mythology and a disssion of Dharma
particularlyvrata (vow) anddana(charity). The text also has mamMahatmya

chapters on geography, travel guide and pilgrimage to holy sites, and is one of the
Tirtha-focussed Puranas.

Importance and Significance of Puranas in Hindu Cuiure

The word Pur an &uranalo ,f rloimt eraanlslky iftamci ent
frompuradn f or mer Il y, bef or e o parasfibte fipsop ecoo,gnat e
Abef or e oparafiAbveefsa raeno , fore Fod exdiplg, the vsold3urva,

Puravaja, Puatan, Prachinmust have the same root as their origin.

No one knows who first compiled the Puranas or when. Traditiongtbsa(the
narrator oMahabharatd is considered as the compiler. Legend has itAgat
gave Puranas to one of the anciegiesa such agasishthhaor Kashyapawho in
turn recited them t¥'yasa.Sometimes the Puranas are referred to aEiftie
Veda. The word Purana is mentioned in ieandogya Upanishaend
Brhadaranyaka Upanisha@nd also imAtharvaveda.Puranas are considerad
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“"the corpus of histories and ancient talel$'has been theorized that the rise of the
NRndevotational culto centering upon a pa

the written Puranas.

Different Puranas have detailed description of different regions of {rid&a

mountains and river vallsy such as Kashmir, Punjab, Mathura and Nepal,

Mithila, Bengal and Tripura, Odisha, Western Indiajasthan, Gujarat and
Maharashtra, particularly Narmada and Tapi rivers, and Andhra and Telangana.
Sthala Puranas are mostly written in vernacular. TteShiva Sthalas have a

Purana for each, and are mostly written in Tamért of Tamil literature
Tevaram.Puranas were widely studied and translated by European scholafs in 18
and 19 centuries. Recent discovery of @@&ntury Skanda Putana manustin

Nepal and other manuscripts in Bali have renewed the interest in Puranic literature.

Puranas are said to link gods to men, both generally and in relBjakdi

context. Puranic literature is considered as complement Wettheliterature, and

interprets theories in Vedas and Upanishads, and helped spread the ideas therein.
But, Puranas as Areligious texto remain
appear sectarian, claiming that one deity is Supreme, more important and powerful
than theothers. However, in the final analysis, the Puranas accept all gods of the

Hindu pantheon as personalized forms but equivalent essence of the Ultimate

Reality calledBrahman

It has been argued by scholars (mostly Indian scholars) that the most significa
influence of the Puranas has beenaulture synthesisin weaving and integrating
the diverse beliefs from ritualistic rites of passag€adanticphilosophy, from
fictional legends to factual history, from individual introspective yoga to social
cdebratory festivals, from temples to pilgrimage, from one god to another, from
goddesses ttantra, from the old to the new. These have been dynamic open texts,
composed socially, over time. This may have allowed the Hindu culture to
"preserve the old whel constantly coming to terms with the new", and "if they are
anything, they are records of cultural adaptation and transformation” over the last
2,000 years.

The Puranic literature influenced bringing together of a diversity of people, with
different larguages and from different economic classes, across different kingdoms
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and traditions, creating the "cultural mosaic of Hinduism". They helped influence

cultural pluralism in India, and are a literary record thereof.

Puranas served as an efficient medfonmcultural exchange and popular education
in ancient and medieval India. These texts adopted, explained and integrated
regional deities such as Pashupata, Sattva, Dattatreya and so on. Further, they
dedicated chapters to "secular subjects such as pa#trsa, grammar,
lexicography, astronomy, war, politics, architecture, geograpkymedicine,
perfumery and lapidary arts, painting, sculpture and other arts.

The cultural influence of the Puranas extended to Indian classical arts, such as
songs, dan&esuch aB8harata Natyanm South India, antRasa Lilain North

India, plays and recitations.h& myths, lunar calendar schedul#(s), rituals and
celebrations of major Hindu cultural festivities suclHadi, Diwali andDurga
Pujaare in the Puranic literature.

Cultural and Religious Significance of Pyau in India

In Hindu culture and tradition giving food to the hungry, water to the thiasty

shelter to the homeless and the travelers was considered a sacred duty or
obligation, and this practice dana(gift or offering) is supposed to brirjunyato

the person or the entity (a religious/charitable organization or a Temple) equivalent
to Godanaor Suvarnadana As noted above, this has been dictated in various
Puranas, which have attained the sanctity of holy books to the Hindus. As a result,
establishing and runnin@yausis highly valued in Rajasthan and considered as

very honorable andharitable act, and probably in other parts of India too.

In India, since ancient times food, water and shelter were always offered free of
charge to those who need them. It was considered to be a sacred daty paed

would ever think of selling these things and services to the poor and the needy.
Water was offered free at a village well or pond, orRyau A typical Pyauwas
managed by elderly women either in an open hut, or under a large shady tree in a
village square, or on the roads. Fresh water was fetched from nearby wells or
lakes/rivers and filled in large earthen pots or bright shiny brass vessels wrapped in
large wet red cloths. Cooked food or fruits and fresh, ready to eat vegetables were
also ofered by a Temple or well to do town families. Shelter was offered in
DharmashalasTemples, or corridors of large mansions and houses.
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Puranassay that those who arrange to give free drinking water to wary travelers
in the Spring Yasan} and the SummgGreeshmaseasons afeunyawan
Humans and also animals, birds, trees and plants all need water, and they all must
get their share.

SkandaPuranastates that water is life, holy and elixir of lif&rfrit) in all three
worlds (Triloka). Gift of waterto a thirsty person is a great charitable act. One
should offerdana(or charity) appropriate for each season. For example:

In Winteri blanket and clothes, firewood, fire and shelter
In Monsooni umbrella and hooded blanket, and shelter from rain

In Sprng and Summeir fresh cold water to drink, shade and shelter from the hot
sun

GarudaPuranasays: Always give water to poor, thirsty souls. It is a great sin to
refuse water to a thirsty person, waste water, or pollute rivers and lakes. Also, itis
sinful not to collect and store water in tanks or ponds, not to give a person shelter
i n a shade, or not to protect him from
tell lies so as not to share water, drive away men, animals and birds who are
seeking shelten the shade. Any pilgrimage sitéderthakshetrawhere a man

dies for not being offered drinking water, hasitswyadiminished. Therefore, all

the Pilgrimage centers and Temples should have ample fresh water supply for the
needy. There is no bettBunyathan offering water, storage pots, and clothes
during the hot seasons of Spring and Summer.

Bhavishya Puran#oo dictates that in the hot seasons of Spring and Summer,

people of means should establish drinking water stalls in the town squares of th

own towns and villages, and in the streets and on the roads under large shady trees,
and make fresh cool water available for the poor, laborers and weary travelers.

Several ancient texts have the description of hot fierce Indian Summers. But one
text stands above all and that is the pdeitusanharby Kalidasa, which he
composed during his earlier years. It has vivid description of all six seasons of
India. We are here primarily interested in the sunny hot days of late Spring and
early Summer on thglains of India, followed by the rainy and stormy days of the
Monsoon.
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Kalidasa and Ritusamhara(\\D%[¥)

Mahakavi Kalidasa (&5" century CE) is considered as the greatest of classical
Sanskrit Poets and Dramatists. He is famous for his threpepns:

Meghadoota, KumarsambhaaadRaghuvanshayhich were composed during

his mature years. (When | was in high school in Mumbai, | studied Sanskrit for
four years, and we had to read and learn passages from these three poems).
However, he had also iten two other poems when he was much younger. These
areShringartilakaandRitusamhargThe Seasons). The former is a short romantic
poem about erotic lovesfringararasa), full of fancy and imagination. The latter
(Ritusamharais a long poem (a mirepic) with a glowing tribute to the glories of
the six Indian seasons, each of which is vividly expressed in a sefardte The
changing seasons are depicted against the thebzetkclrop of how young lovers
react to the nature and the landscape. This imbues the poem with a strong strand of
erotic love,Shringara

The six seasons describedRitusamharare- G rHima(Summer)Varth U
(Monsmn/Rains) Sharal (Autumn), Hemanta(Autumn/Winter),Shshira

(Winter), andvasanta( Spr i ng) . Normally, in the I
seasons, the year begins withsantaas the first season and end#wBhishiraas

the last one. However, here the poet has chosen to begi® witfma the

description of very hot and arduous Summer, progressively followed by other
seasongnding with the Spring, allowing him to depict in vivid detail the welcome
and not so welcome features of each of them, and how the young lovers adjust to
the changing weather. The poem is full of instances of outer details matching the
inner mood; the é&ct of each season on the behavior and reaction of the lovers as
well as that of the plants and animals. It s fitting to end the poem with the most
welcome of the seasons, the Spring,called the King of the seasons in
BhagvadGeeta

Here is a summary d¢fow Kalidasa describds rHima the hot, fierce Summer of

the plains of India, and how it affects the mood, behavior of the lovers, and of the
plants and animals. Young womenard off the intense summer heat by gently
rubbing sandal paste on their full chest under the garlands of white flowers and
then wear soft light garments. The Moon and sfagrs yearn and grow pale.
Under the spell of intense summer heat, the snakebgls right under the shadow
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of the peacockds plumage without the ca
oxen forget their mutual enmity and gather under the shade of the same tree, boar
herds thrust snouts under the drying mud of lake bottoms, fragsdsly take
shelter under the umbr eimbuthedahdradhi r sty s
tongued herds of buffaloes look up for rains, grass and shrubs are parched and deer
and cattle wander around looking for greener shoots, chased by forest firestherds o
all kinds of wild animals run about still searching for water. However, young men
still find Moontlit cool nights enjoyable in the company of sweeiced damsels.

Over a thousand years after Kalidasa, foreign invaders who came to India and
stayed toule found the very hot summers of Indian plains unbearable. It has been
recorded that when Turkish Sultan Babar came to India from Kabul and won the
first battle of Panipat in 1526 CE defeating Ibrahimkhan Lodi, he decided to stay in
India and rule the tetory he had won. His soldiers were unhappy and revolted.
They found the intense heat of the Indian summer too much to bear and wanted to
return to the cooler valley of Kabul. They begged Babar, but he convinced them to
settle in Delhi. (In those daykKabul and Kandahar were considered as part of
India.) But Babar loved Kabul, and after his death his body was taken to Kabul
and buried there. His tomb is on a small hill just outside of Kabul, which | visited
many years ago when | was in Kabul. Smalgisited the tomb of Mahamood of
Ghazani in the small village of Ghazani between Kandahar and Kabul. Again in
the 19" century when the British got control of a major part of India, their

garrisons were stationed at many locations all over India. Blatish soldiers

were brought in from Britain and elsewhere to India, especially after the 1857
uprising. These soldiers found the intense heat of the Indian summers intolerable.

Al ndia never againo, is what dulmmey used
British discovered small towns and villages in the nearby mountains and developed
them into what became known as the dhil

Then, Kalidasa in his poem welconméarshg the majestic rainy season with its
waterladen and multihued thundeg clouds which resemble the torso of pregnant
women, float leisurely, rumble pleasantly, shower frequently, and affect the hearts
of travelers, who are apparently away from their beloved wives. The foliage
drapes the earth, rivers flow furiously, and etaired by thunder or rain lovelorn
maids proceed to meet their lovers at the clandestine places of tryst. (For example,
inS h u d r Saksérid damdrichchhakatikajn the fifth act the courtesan
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heroineVasantasengets soaked wet as she walks in heany to meeher hero
lover Charudatta This scene was so popular in the translated Marathi play by the
same name, that it has been recorded that when the play was staged in Pune, rich
merchants and traders used to buy the pricy front row tickets, but@miy to see
the play a few minutes before the scene to sed&/astntasenand watch her as
she changed her clothes. (This in spite of the fact that the role of Vasantsena was
played by the welknown male actor, BalGandharva). Again in the sixth atie
play, her lovelCharudattainvitesVasantasen# meet him in a garden.
Interestingly, both these incidendea courtesan getting wet in heavy rain while
visiting her lover and having to change into dry clothes in his house, and later her
lover asling her to meet him in a gardérhave been described Matsyayanan
his Kamasutra. It has been argued th8hudrakahas portrayed his heroine
courtesar/asantasen@aving exactly the same qualities enumerated by
Vatsyayana.Moreover, the fifth act othe Sanskrit play, apart from its scenes of
love and romance, is marked by a very poetic description of the rainy season. Not
only CharudattaandVasantasenapeak of the beauty of the season, so does the
servaniVita delineating the romance of the sea¥on

During my childhood, at the end of the summer vacation, we used to look forward
to the dark clouds arriving from the West, and when the first rains finally arrived,
we used to go out and play and dance in the rain for a long time, ignoring what our
moms would say. Fortunately, none of us got sick. Even during my teenage years,
whenever | was in Pune, my cousin, brother and | used to go out on bicycle rides in
rain, ride all the way from Sadashiv Peth to Lesllege hill, park our bikes and

walk up thehill. Then we returned home, changed into dry clothes and sipped hot
cup of tea with some spicy snacks sucblzgiyaor batata vadaAgain when |

was young, | have seen hail storms when | was in Pune and Nashik. We used to go
out with small buckets ahcollect the haiktones, which would come down very

fast and hard, and hit us on the back, head and limbs. It hurt a lot, but we did not
care. (Much later we learnt that cattle and goats get killed by the continuous
bombardment of the hail stones whbay are out grazing in the open fields. One
reason may be that since these animals walk on all fours, their heads an@torso
much larger surface area of their bedyre exposed to the hail.) We would then

come back home, wash our collection of {stoines and eat each one of them. It

was so much fun. The hatones were jagged, with Wige clarity; not like what
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they have in the USlike small pellets or round balls with white snowy

appearance.

My brother used to tell me that whenever he weaklto his Engineering College

in Sangli in early June, he and his friends used to go for a walk on the wide open
grassy land, and always loved to watch the arrival of dark rain clouds. It made
them feel good and put them in a kind of poetic and romanrdimd. My American

and European friends never understood why | loved the Rains so much, why [ find
the approaching dark rain clouds and the early rains so romantic. | guess, one has
to experience the fierce hot Summers of India to appreciate the afriiaal o

Monsoon clouds. After more than forty years, | was in Mumbai in-2uggist

2016, at the height of the Monsoon season, and in spite of the continuous rain and
thunderstorms, | still enjoyed the rain. When | got the chance, | walked in the rain
(asl used to do when | was in college) from the southern tip of Nariman Point to
Girgaum Chowpati, of course with an umbrella which did little good.

| am sure that Kalidasa must have felt the same way. Because, many years after
his earlier poenitusamharahe composed his epic podieghadootgCloud
Messenger) in which dakhsaafter failing in his duties, is banished by his master,
Kuberg from his capitaAlaka Nagariin the high Himalayas, to a mountain,
Ramagiri somewhere in Central India. One dayh&t height of the Summer,
Yakshasees a very large dark rain cloud at the top of the mountain. The Cloud
appears to be heading North towatdaka Nagari,and he requests the Cloud to

take a message to his beloved wife from whom he is separéddghahen

describes the route which the Cloud would take, the towns and cities, the rivers,
valleys and mountains the Cloud will pass over, as it travels Ramagiriall the

way North to theAlaka Nagariin the Himalayas. The day of the Hindu calendar

on which Yakshanoticed the Cloud and gave him the message is now celebrated in
I ndia as the AMahakavi Kal i dasa Dayo.

Thirsty and Pyau-from the article in Hindi Newspaper Janasatta April 25,
2015

This article was about the inauguration dhyaauin a smalltown in Madhya
Pradesh by a popular, well known state minister. For this function he would be
accompanied by his usual entourégegroup of people, who will travel with him
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from the state capital. There will be considerable expense for the trakiel of t
entire group from and to the capital, their lodging and meal expenses, which will
have to be borne by the organization for the establishment Biythe This
expense would be several times the cost of construction and establisHRygthe
itself. Pyauis a societal need and part of the Hindu culture, so why make such a
big deal about its inauguration? All the money spent for the inauguration ceremony
i for the minister and his entourageould be saved, if we do not invite the
minister and his grouprhe money can then be spent for construction of several
morePyausin other parts of the state, where they are needed, If an inauguration
ceremony is needed, we could ask a local social worker, the mayor or another town
official, or even an ordinary tizeni a person who would benefit from it (a farmer,
a laborer, or the woman who would manageRiay to inaugurate, which would
be more fitting. But then the minister would miss a photo opportunity, and would
not get free publicity in the local newggmas and other media such as TV and
Radio.

These days you see that plastic water bottles (bottled water) are used all over the
world. (Over 50 billion bottles were sold last year alone causing serious
environmental pollution, not to mention unnecessaqyense, waste of energy and
resources.) Even cafes and restaurants are refusing to give free water; instead they
want you to buy mineral water bottle. Once there was the practice in India that
when a rich man in the town has a wedding in the familipasra newborn, he will
construct a water storage facility for the town or have a new well dug, so that free
water is available for the townsfolk. Today on the other hand, it has become a
practice to drain and landfill an existing lake or a pond, anddituning well,

reclaim the land and use it for building a house or construct a mall. We need to
make an effort to end this and reintroduce Pyautraditioni thus save water,

reduce plastic bottle waste and environmental pollution. It would certaimicbe

to seePyausall over the state (or Country) agdinvith shining brass vessels

wrapped in wet red cloths (or big earthen pots) containing fresh cold water, and an
elderly woman serving by her hand a glass of fresh cold water to a thirsty soul, to
see a smile and satisfaction on her wrinkled face, and also on the face of the
traveler who has just quenched his thirst, and thanked and blessed the woman.

€Y



TERTK 35, = ATHS = = ATTETE, 029

** * Pyauwali in action in Rajasthan * * *
India Water Portal — Thirst Quencher is Pyauwali

As civilization progresses and advances, some traditions and old practices slowly
decline and disappear altogether, and are replaced by new practices. There are

certain traditions going on for centuries and it saddens us to see that they slowly

fade away.One such tradition iByau.

In Hinduism people have this belief that the immortal soul reincarnates again and
again on earth until it attains the perfection and then it reunites with its source the
O0Supremed, this i sMdakdhas Morekverpitvisralscabslievech e w ¢
that if they serve water to thirsty they will improve th&mrma and will move

closer towardsvioksha You will find manyPyausall over India where you will

generally see old people serving water to the thirsty. These peoplestilsve that

by doing this they will get blessings and have a better next Life.

Not too long ago one could sBgausnot only in small towns and villages, but
also in big cities. Elderly women with their brass or clay vessels containing fresh
cool waterand wrapped in wet cloth could be seen in town squares, near the
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markets, under a large shady tree, and also along road sides, and a weary traveler
or a laborer could stop for a drink of cool water, put some on his face and rest for
some time under the atle. He would drink from a glass, but more often the
woman just poured the water e@njalowl vunt nl t
he nods his head indicating that he has had enough. He would then thank and bless
the woman, who would respond withraike and one could see joy and satisfaction
on her wrinkled face.

There werdPyaustalls also on the Railway stations and Bus stands. Travelers

could have a drink, sprinkle some water on their faces, and quite often fill their

water canteens. Therewas r equest : 0 N takeontlyovhatyis t e wa't
need?d. Now the days of free fresh wate
bottles of water. Selling of water has become a big business.

Pyausin Mumbai

| do not remember seeiflyausin my neighbonood in Mumbai as | was growing

up. During my teenage years when returning from playground we would

frequently stop at the local Irani restaurant and ask for a glass of water. None of us
had any money to buy cold drinks. If we were only one or two &igspwner

would be happy to give us water, but would frown-E@kids showed up. Still he
never said no.

Il n Mumbali of 195006s and 19600s, there w
day in hot Sun. Many pulled twwheel carts to carry goods from oneqado

another pushing the cart several miles away on hot asphalt roads. They needed

water but there were rfeyausthen; in fact there were very few places where they

would get free fresh water. | myself had used their services many times when |

worked fa my father. One such area waarukhanain Mazgaon. The name

Darukhanai s deri ved from the Gunpowder fact

Even the road | eading to the area is ca
factories were relocated elsewhered &day it is known for its shipreaking and
Il ronworks industries. | used to buy a

sever al 2 0 o-acptyleaectarch), ahdlgad thexnypn the-tmteel carts
to be hauled to a transportation company in Bgowhich shipped them to our
workshop in Pune. Other areas | frequented were Lohar Chawl, Tambakata,
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Nagdeuvi for pipes, tubes and fittings, timber market near GolPitha from where |
would buy supplies and have them hauled to Byculla trucking companyy éflan
these twewheel cart haulers had some kind of relationship with the local
merchants, as to who will work with whom. In those days | had taken their hard
work and toil for granted, and would pay them the usual fare, plus a few extra
r up e echahdpaid . o6

| also remember seeing many men and women (mBatlyarvat or Waday

working at construction sitésbuildings, dams, roads etstanding in a line and
passingghamela(iron buckets likekadhaior wok) filled with bricks or cement

from one persoto the next and back. | have also seen many stone crushers
(Pathatvd, Wadal) men and at times women breaking large stones into smaller
pieces by pounding them with a hammer. When there is a break, a water carrier
(Bhisti or Pakhali) would walk among th&orkers with his goat skin bag

(pakhab ) f il 1l ed with water, pourBhistg it i
also supplied drinking water during the festivals and religious gatherings, and in
the old days to soldiers in a camp or battlefront. (Tihedharacter of Rudyard
Kipling's poem "Gunga Din" is Bhisti.) Their traditional occupation of water

carrying is now obsolete, and they are engaged in a number of occupations; a good
many are wage laborers. Nowadays for large construction projecssruction
equipment and mechanized vehicles are used, which may be more convenient and
efficient, but thousands of manual laborers have lost their jobs.

Soon thereafter | left for the US for studies. | returned to India ten years later.
Mumbai had sigificant changes, more development and new buildings esp. at the
Nariman Point, new hotels and restaurants, and prohibition was lifted. One thing |
noticed was that free fresh drinking water was available to any worker or laborer
whenever he wanted it. pvarently, the Bombay Municipal Corporation (BMC)

had passed a law that required all cafes and restaurants to give a free glass of water
to any passeby when he asked for it. He did not have to come inside the
restaurant, and order some food or drink mva# he wanted was a glass of fresh

cool water. A common sight in Mumbai then was that all Irani and Udipi
restaurants (and others too) used to keep large trays with several glasses filled with
water near the entrance next to the cashier. Anyone cdaylgdpsck up a glass and

drink water and move on. He could have more than one glass if he so desired.
Waiters would remove the empty glasses, and bring the new ones filled with water.
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This lasted for many years, and | was very impressed and touchediadggor
the manual laborers. However, you do not see this practice anymore in Mumbai.
Perhaps, because fifty years later you hardly see manual laborers or-thbd®aio
cart pullers in streets of Mumbai; it appears that they are replaced by vans and
tempos. | suppose now everyone has to go inside the restaurant and order
something to get a glass of water, or buy bottled water.

| also remember seeing a tray near the entrance with small glasses of hot tea.
There are many people who just want a quigh af tea and move on; they do not
want to go inside a restaurant, sit down and order a tea, wait till the waiter brings
it, etc.7 takes more time unnecessarily. They would stand outside the restaurant,
drink the tea on the tray, pay for it and go onrtiaay. It was like a quick takeout.
But | do not see it anymore either.

In this age of bottled water, there isRgauin Mumbai, and nowhere a laborer,
traveler or a commuter can get fresh free water during hot days of summer. This is
unfortunate foia very big metropolis like Mumbai. The people may need to drink
several glasses of cool water during the hot days, especially since they may be
outdoors, working and/or walking in the hot Sun. Not many of them can afford to
spend money for expensive bettimineral water. Since 2008 there have been

some attempts to create tAgaus but without much luck. Some municipal
corporators have suggested that the BMC establish mankyyeaesor water

booths throughout the city, but the BMC (Mumbai Municipal géoation) has

refused to consider the matter. The reasons given are:

1. There will be a lot of wastage of water,
2. It will be difficult to keep the area clean,
3. Security and safety may be a serious problem.

There is some merit to these argumentsweiceer, the BMC can find other ways
there are several options. For example, the BMC can select some locations to
createPyauson a trial basis. It can allocate some space, with some security such
as police presence in the vicinity.

1. The water stalould be unmanned, and could have several taps of
municipal water with some kind of control so that only a glassful of water
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can be delivered at a time. There will be a watchman during the daytime
when there is a lot of human traffic. For example, at&hiPark in Dadar
(West) there are a few municipal water taps, where people can quench their
thirst, or fill a water bottle and go on their way. The BMC could establish
such stalls at many different locations throughout the city, especially near
businesdlistricts, educational institutions and parks and playgrounds.

2. The BMC could create a large space and lease the area to charitable and
religious organizations such as Rotary Club, Shiv Sena, Swami Narayan
Mandir, and other Seva Mandals and ask thebutld manned water stalls,
and manage them. These organizations could also provide some measure of
security. The BMC itself will have no liability nor responsibility

3. If there is a large open area, the BMC could ask a charitable organization to
build an old-fashioned water fountain (see below).

Once such frePyausare established, the BMC and/or the organizations which run
them, could monitor its working and see how much it is used and if it is helpful to
the people. Based on these results, the BlsiCthen decide if this small scale
project is successful or not, and whether it should be expanded to establish more
Pyausthroughout the city.

Pyaus of Old Mumbai

Today many Mumbaikars walk around with their plastic water bottles. However,

there are naral springs in the seven islands that formed Mumbai. Also Mumbai

islands had 22 hills with dense green vegetation. In the early 19th century, the

arterial roads of Mumbai used to have drinking water fountaiRyaus which

meant free, unlimited, co@ater throughout the day. By mid 19th century, with

the water pipelines running right inside the homes, tRgsesfell to disuse and

were eventually reduced to mute ornamental pieces, and then some went missing.

The most saddening event was when a tetituryPyauin Parel was demolished

for road expansion in 2010 and the &érub

After | started working for my father, | had to go to different business districts in
various parts of South and Central Mumbai, and | came acrossattbstatues
and monuments, among them were a few magnificent old stone fountains some of
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which were (or may have been in the old days) used for drinking water by
Mumbaikars, and thus qualify &yaus

The celebrated Flora Fountain is probably only gewBbuntain. But the one in
Horniman Circle | remember seeing several times, and was used for drinking
water. Also the one on Mint Road, and the one | saw on Gokhale Road in Dadar
(West). | took a few photos of theBgauswhen was in Mumbai, but | fgot the
memory stick in Mumbai. Fortunately when | searched the Internet for more

I nformati on, | came across an article
with photographs of these fountains. The article first appeared at

fthealternative.in  w & bandithe authors gave us their kind permission to use the
information therein.

Here are the photos and the description of some of theyaldsor free drinking
water fountains that survive from those days.

HornimanCircle
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Near the gate of Hornimaaarden, stands one of the oldest fountains in the city.

This two-storey structure is believed to have ground water that was accumulated in

a brass pot. There was a time when traders and merchants would queue up. Unused
and falling apart, today this structuis a bench to rest those weary feet. Some

years ago, a boreell was dug at this point the water is filled in earthen pots

placed under a large banyan tfreie a way, this spot still offers fresh and more
importantly free water.

Ratonsee Muljee Fountan, corner of Mint Road, Fort

" nf 4
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Built in 189293, this fountain served humans and cattle. It was built in memory of
Mul j eebs deceased son Dharamsee, whose
considered a blessed activity to build water fountains, espewaiaéiy in the

memory of a deceased family member. Most of the rich businessmen gave to
society through o6water charitybo.
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Reay Road Fountain

Merchant Megji Lowji built this pyau in 1924. It stands in the middle of deserted,
broken mills, seemingly a part tife ruins that surround it. The entire scérse
testament to the time when this area was buzzing with commerce and this pyau
was always in use. You can see it while on a harbour lineitiastands to your

left as you go from Cotton Green Station tealg Road Station.
Courtyard of Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Museum
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Looming tall and darkened with age and air, this is one ffadeted pyau. It is
also a beautiful lamppost that stood at some street corner! Built in 1867 with stone
and iron, it was moved intoéhmuseum years ago. Today it has company with the

other statues from the British Raj. | am glad it has a protected and safe retirement
here at the Museum.

Gokhale Road, Dadar

Somewhere along the winding Gokhale Road, as you go from Parel towards Dadar
stands this simple fountain for cattle. It is believed to be a replica of the one that
was demolished at Parel. | read that Anand Vital Koli built this fountain, but | am

not certain. It is in the worst possible statsurrounded by human excreta and
garkage.
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Bandra Fountai n, out si de St . Andr

On one of the busiest roads in Bandra, stands a fountain marking the passage of
time. | have gone by so many times and never noticed it. This fountain was built in
1894 and was donated by Jafferbhadha Chatu. The two lions are on either

side.

There are a few more | have heard of, b
start of your own discovery of Mumbai or even the one you live in!

Future of Water - Blue Gold

There is a scarcity of good cledrinking water all over the world. Our streams,
rivers, lakes and oceans all are severely polluted; even the glaciers are melting.
Water pollution is not new. Man has been polluting water sources since the very
beginning. When there were fewer peopte Mother Nature took care of the
pollution, renewed herself so to speak. And men packed their belongings and
moved to another site with clean water. However, as the human population grew,
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the environmental pollution increased rapidly, and afterridedtrial Revolution
at an alarming rate.

With corporate greed and commerci al us e
to extract deep underground oil as goes on in Alberta, Canada, and using water

from Cheyenne river on the land of Ogalala tribexttract uranium ore are some

of the examples. Eventually the roff water is likely to pollute clean drinking

water sources near these sites.

Unnecessary cash crops that use lot of water, and plants that manufacture soda
drinks consume lot more watematinwhat goes into bottled drinks.

Experts that future conflicts and wars
building of larger dams that take water away from smaller nations which are
downstream. An example is the Mekong river dam in Tibet, and tloeaCiol

river dams that affect flora and fauna downstream.

(Some information in this article first appeared in

http://www.thealternative.in/lifestyle/the-pyaus-of-an-erstwhile-bombay/

We have their permission to use that information.)

- Vinayak Damle
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Let's Celebrate This
Festive Season Together

*T&C Apply. Offer Valid till April 3t

»ecial Akshaya Tritiya O

=

*
*Free 1 gram gO'd Coin on OFF ON ENT'RE
gold jewelry purchase above $3000 DIAMOND COLLECTION

*Disclaimer : Offer not valid on gold & silver coins. Local taxes applicable.

1429 Oak Tree Road, Iselin, New Jersey 08830 | Phone:(732) 404 0490
820 E. El Camino Real, Sunnyvale, CA 94087 | Phone : (408) 245 6764
3760 Mowry Ave, Fremont, CA 94538 | Phone:(510) 791 3357

www.pngjewelers.com | f PNGJewelersUSA
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