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Artist’s Statement

Professionally | am an architect but spiritually 1 am an artist. Perhaps this is the reason | was
drawn to choosing architecture as a profession. It was one of the very few fields which offered a
great package of science, technology and creativity by drawing. For the past twenty years or so, |
have indulged in watercolor painting, as a hobby.

My paintings are strongly influenced by the rendering principles of architectural graphic
work. Just as an architectural drawing is an accurate image of the real structure, so are my
paintings made to look very much like the actual object to be painted. My favorite subjects for
painting are flowers and leaves. Although painting is a 2-dimensional medium and flowers
Iplants are not, | try to capture their 3-dimensional and sculptural look on paper by creating
shadows of petals, playing with shapes and size to generate a perspective view. The texture is
created by varying the thickness and density of lines and smooth watery washes are generously
applied to bring forth the softness of petals. | enjoy creating new shades of color by mixing
different colors and also creating tones of the same color by varying the water in the brush.

Watercolor painting also helps me to unwind from the highly computerized world of
architecture. Using my hands helps me to connect to my inner soul of creativity. It is a great
hobby to have because you can multi-task with it, it dries quickly as opposed to oil paints and the
products get ready fast. While painting | deal with soft, sculptural surfaces whereas in
architectural work most of the time I get to design hard, right-angled surfaces! Using water and
hands together is like therapy after using only computers.

Anyway, the point being a vocation in architecture and an avocation in painting is a great
mix of machine and hand work. They complement each other. I have held seven exhibitions of
my paintings so far. Here for the viewers of Snehadeep, | present a few paintings of Roses, to go
with the seasonal flow of nature in July. If you take the time to grasp the intricate beauty of
nature through my paintings, you will also understand the spiritual joy | experience by simply
painting them.

Ratna Dalalhttp://creativejoys.wordpress.com/

' To see more work by Ratna Dalal please go to her blog: http://creativejoys.wordpress.com/
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Solutions to the Puzzles from Ocober 2011

Which Room has the Gold

There are two closed rooms, only one of which has a pot of gold, the other is empty.
There are two guards, one always tells the truth, and the other always lies, no matter what
you ask them. They will always answer the question you ask them.

Now there is one guard in front of each room, but you do not know which one is
guarding which room - the honest one or the liar, and the room with gold or the empty
one. The guards know each other well, and they both know which room has the gold.

You are permitted to ask only one question to any one guard, and from the answer he
gives you, you must correctly guess which room has the gold.

(Note: I could have put a hungry tiger in the other room, but I think it would be too much
of a punishment for not getting the correct answer! Not getting the gold is bad enough.)

Answer:

This is a question in logic. It is obvious that the question must involve both guards. We
have the “truth table” in logic: True x False = False x True = False.

So the answer to your question will always be False, and the correct answer is the
opposite of what you get.

The question you ask is “If | had asked the other guard ‘which room has the gold’, what
would he say?” Let us assume that guard A tells the truth and guard B is the liar.

Room 1 - Gold, guarded by guard A - ask him the above question.

Guard A and B both know that Room 1 has gold, so guard B would say Room# 2, since
he lies, and guard A repeats guard B’s answer since he tells the truth, so he will also
answer Room 2. Hence, you infer that Room 1 has the Gold.

Room 1 - Gold, guarded by guard B - ask him the above question.
Guard A would say Room# 1, and guard B would reverse it and answer Room 2. Hence,
you infer that Room 1 has the Gold.
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Room 2 - Gold, guarded by guard A - ask him the above question.

Guard B would say Room# 1, since he lies, and guard A repeats guard B’s answer since
he tells the truth, so he will also answer Room 1. Hence, you infer that Room 2 has the
Gold.

Room 2 - Gold, guarded by guard B - ask him the above question.
Guard A would say Room# 2, and guard B would reverse it and answer Room 1. Hence,
you infer that Room 2 has the Gold.

How many Gulab Jamun can you eat on an Empty Stomach

Let us say you are a young healthy person - no diabetes, weight problem, etc., and you
like sweets, esp. Gulab Jamun is your favorite - the kind that is made in and around
Indore in Madhya Pradesh, India, and served hot in an earthern pot.

You had your last meal the previous evening, and the next morning you are very hungry.
The first thing you are served is the pot of hot, delicious gulab jamuns.

How many can you eat on the empty stomach?
How many can an average teenager eat?

(Note: You may substitute Idlis for Gulab Jamuns, if you wish.)

ANswer:

Actually, this is a trick question. Please read the question carefully. It says how many
can you eat on an empty stomach (in Marathi “anashe poti’). So the answer is whatever
you can eat in the first mouthful. Once you swallow the first mouthful, your stomach is
no longer empty! So whatever you eat after that does not count.

Sender - Vinayak Damle
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Solution to the Numbers Puzzle from Ocober 2011

0P G > 0 Population Growth

1 DatT > 1 DayataTime

2 SofSC -> 2 Sides of the Same Coin

3 BMSHTR - 3 Blind Mice See How They Run

4 SandSYA > 4 Score and Seven Years Ago

5BBT(inNYC) > 5 Borough Bike Tour (in New York City)

6 MDM - 6 Million Dollar Man

7 Wof AW - 7 Wonders of the Ancient World

8ILC > 8 IvyLeague Colleges

9 PinSS - 9 Planetsin the Solar System

10 LI - 10 Little Indians

11 PinCT - 11 Playersin a Cricket Team

12 SofZ > 12 Signs of the Zodiac

13 SonAF > 13 Stripes on the American Flag

14 KGJ > 14 Karat Gold Jewelry

15 MonDMC - 15 Men on a Dead Man‘s Chest

16 BinGof P - 16 Ballsin a Game of Pool

17 DD > 17 Day Diet

18 HGC - 18 Hole Golf Course

19 DonCB —> 19 Disks on a Carom Board

20 TLUS -2 20 Thousand Leagues Under the Sea

21 GS > 21 Gun Salute
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22 PinAF(O&D) = 22 Playersin American Football (Offence and Defense) ---------

23 PofCinHC - 23 Pairs of Chromosomes in a Human Cell

24 HinD - 24 Hoursin aDay

26 LofA > 26 Letters of the Alphabet

29 DinFinLY -2 29 Daysin Februaryin a Leap Year

30 CinB > 30 Checkers in Backgammon

Sender - Vinayak Damle

Numbers Puzzle for January 2012

Clues in this puzzle begin with a number and you are given the first letters of the remaining
words. You are supposed to guess all the words and complete the phrase. The phrase may not
be a complete sentence - it may be a well-known phrase (or part thereof), title (of a book, song,
play, movie, TV show, etc.), line from a poem or a song, something about games or sports, a
label of a document, scientific facts, current events, etc. Finding the right answer depends
upon your general knowledge, and that of the American culture. The answer may contain the
number as a numeric, or spelled out as a word, e.g. ‘7* or ‘Seven’. The articles such as ‘a‘, ‘an’
and ‘the’ are not displayed in the puzzle clue, but may be part of the phrase. (Letters in
parentheses provide additional hint.)

For example,

0 PE > O0Point Energy (scientific fact - in physics)

3 CinF - 3 Coinsina Fountain (a line from a song, or title of a song)
4 JM - 4 Just Men (title of a TV show)

7 DS > 7Deadly Sins (a phrase)

9 HtoM > 9 Hoursto Rama (title of a book)
12 Dof C = 12 Days of Christmas (title of a song)

23 PtoBS —> 23 Paces to Baker Street (title of a movie)
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30 DHS -> 30 Days Hath September (line from a poem)
64 SonCB > 64 Squares on a Checkers Board (fact or tidbit about a game)

Good Luck!

31 FofICatBR =

32 PinCS =

38 MR =

40 YOV -

48 HM =

50 SinU =

52 CinD =

55 DatP =

57 HV >

58 FonRB-CD =

60 SinM >

64 DQ -

72 VinP -

76 TinBP >

88 PK =

90 DinRA =

100 Yof S =

E14
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118 Eof PT >

120 BinDS =

136 TinCM >

193 MCinUN =

200 DforPGinM =

535 VMofC -

760 Mof M (SBP) >

1001 AN -

1040 TF -

1199 NBF >

29,029 F-Hof ME =

186,000MPS (Sof L) >

1,000,000 DB ->

93,000,000 M-DtoS =

200,000,000,000 Sin0OG =

14,500,000,000,000 DND =

Sender — Vinayak Damle

(FIZATT 3caAT 3¢ AT, we IdA snehadeep@maharashtramandalny.com IT §-Ae
YecdTal 91adTd. 3 3ol IISTAvmRardt a1d qéier bl 9fee #Ioara Adi.)
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Dr. Sharadkumar Dixit and Me

| do not remember exactly when | became aware of Dr. Sharadkumar Dixit's humanitarian work
in India with children with upper lip deformity. But | think it was at least ten years ago. My
previous encounter with 'cleft' deformity was when | was in college in Mumbai. We had one
student in our class, who had 'cleft upper lip', and it was not corrected by plastic surgery. He
was very conscious of the defect, and | always wondered how he felt, if it was possible to
correct it by surgery, and if he could ever have a normal life.

In 1990's | started going to Maharashtra Foundation's (MF) Annual Donor Appreciation Day at
the Ukranian Cultural Center in New Jersey, usually held in second week of November. There
we pledged certain amount of money to MF projects in India, some of them were described by
the invited guests. | do not quite remember how | came to know about Dr Dixit's India Project,
but one year during one of these meetings, | decided that part of my donation should go to his
project. At first there was some resistance on the part of MF, because apparently no one here
had heard about him at the time. It was suggested that | should consider giving that part of my
donation to some other health projects in India which MF was funding at the time. These
included rural hospitals and clinics. | am sure they were worthwhile projects also, but | insisted
that part of my donation should go to Dr. Dixit's India Project.

I think Mr. Sunil Deshmukh was the president of MF at that time; and there were several e-mail
exchanges between him and me. Then someone from MF executive committee who was in
India at the time (or went to India), learnt about Dr Dixit's work. Later | got an e-mail from Mr
Deshmukh that MF will support Dr. Dixit's India Project, and part of my donation will go to his
project. From that point on, every year | have been making some donation to his project
through MF.

Dr. Dixit was invited to the US either by MF or by Brihan Maharashtra Mandal, and honored at
their convention. | was fortunate to have met him at one of these functions, and he called me
closer and wanted to talk to me. Our conversation was not easy because of difficulty on his
part of speaking and because of the noise level. During the conversation, he thanked me for
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being the first one in this country for having recognized his work and giving donation to his
India Project. | was flabbergasted. It reminded of a story from Ramayana, about the building of
"Setu" (the rock bridge to Lanka) and a little squirrel. The squirrel wanted to help Lord Rama in
his “setu” construction. So she would stick her long tail in mud, go to where the mud was
needed as 'cement’, drop it there, and run back to collect more. As the story goes, Lord Rama
was so impressed with the squirrel's work, that he patted her on the back, and you can see the
impressions of his fingers on her back ever since. | said something like "l am glad to have made
some small contribution to your great humanitarian work".

Dr. Dixit used to spend over six months in India in his plastic surgery camps. And he spent some
time here during the summer. At that time | was doing computer consulting and among my
clients were many dentists and doctors from Dominican Republic, Haiti, Egypt, and countries of
Central and South America, and of Eastern Europe. One of my dentist clients was the Senator in
Dominican Republic, and | had met the president of Dominican Republic at one of his parties in
the Bronx. We talked about what projects could be done in Dominican Republic. | talked to my
clients about Dr. Dixit's India Project, and they were interested in holding similar camps in their
countries. | would have liked Dr Dixit to hold his camps in these countries, not only to help the
poor children in those countries, but also to get Dr. Dixit's work more international exposure,
and increase his chances of winning the Nobel Peace Prize, which | thought he deserved more
than anyone else.

| called Dr. Dixit in India and talked to him about holding his plastic surgery camp in these
countries. He expressed interest, and told me about what was involved in holding a camp at
any place - all the ground work that needs to be done, the infrastructure that is needed: the
local doctors, nurses and orderlies, the drugs and supplies, etc., and most importantly the
availability of sufficient number of patients - the children. He even sent me a small note
describing in some detail what was required.

Unfortunately these projects did not materialize, partly because | got very busy with my work,
and thought that we could postpone it to a later time - it can be done the next year or the
following. Looking back, I think | should have gone to India and attended one of his camps and
observed what is being done, and what preparations are necessary. Then | would have had a
clearer idea, and could have talked to my clients and the representatives in their countries
about the feasibility of holding such camps there.

Well, Dr. Dixit has now gone to a better place, but his great charitable work will continue thanks
to the solid foundation that he has built. 1 am happy to have known him and his work, to have
met him in person and talked with him, and to have been able to make some contribution to his
project. | hope to continue to do so in the future.

Vinayak Damle
Forest Hills, New York
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AT STYUYT 3T ST0Tg AT
ST HAGTETHT
HT Yo B1gara) diedfaere fagerm
T ST, IRSHAR SHararear Si=n
HIAGEHAT SUATHIST AT B

ﬁ'l'CI"IUT'
Tl FeaTgHASTe

giRaiverer dar “The Sheikh Hamdan Award 2002 for Volunteers in
Humanitarian Medical Services”, & @1 IrRitel g9 Y& $HR0GTT 3Nl &
3TTeeaTd, 4 AfaeeR 002 =T ‘Khaleej Times’ a1 iy araedt. ge forfer g, “ga8
AT AREST BRIG 3 AT ANl QTCel. A ISl T YHYI SAvIae] B ST SIferd arar
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YUY, YT YHAR I T YR HTAT 318, T Jelreira BIceldl 3113, AT, B,
ST foRBYYT, TBAT Freheetel i, fdhar srqerdr fHioT sirelear
HS AT ASFIITIT SHAATAT 9 Y SUIT T BT Sﬁﬁaﬁiﬁﬂ?ﬁweﬂﬁ@ﬁ ?JTGIRPIEB

vreafderrarer “The Kelogg's Hannah Neil World of Children Award” <<=
G HRUGT 3Tell. T Q008 A1 guta, “NRI of the year Award” € <vard sirer g
a1 grare ¥Rer gl “U.S. based plastic surgeon works for free”, “U.S.
based surgeon has performed 66,000 free surgeries”, 3 gaU=AIA
el #orw qoneER 3ol ‘Fastest scalpel in the East. Doctor’s free
surgeries give poor children in India new faces and new futures” ar
Hfierar, 21 FEEER 2008 AT ARW=AT RIATH: R[S JTU=TeT URTeS et diel SI=a IiaT <l
3T, T oI i+t ferfgel 81, “.....You don’t need luck when you have got
mettle- and the fastest scalpel in the East.” g areg qraeamar fademamr
IR 3Telel JQI+Id A9 T AR IeRiT STelet IRTHT BT YHTa FRIFTEY HUT THT TS
P17 AT Y SR Sl SIfrear U Hell sTel. SMERHEM Yeald hdd Sielel HAMHE
IrRIIR Y YT HHl SATelre 1 3T DI, M2AT qaced Afdd, AR, FTeqredr Hepfere
TR AHadT AT D17 SIARIbgT Blerel HRNID e, W <di Ul HGUalT Ho
BT Yaerd $28T A 9IeYd Sad SR BRI e/ 8 Sl Qe e a9y geard
SR SHa FAT THBIUT TIC FTel 3778 31 Hell dTedl.

“IIEt Y aT ST
Y WRIER <47

At pIofY =7 FEoTor

T TR 31w gonll”

REC TG D aN1 JATaeiay I AT IT DI ARl fafder fSobrof Smaifsrea dbetet
T ©ieia FoRl RER, S9RT = dT, T ¥ 9T SieledT o8 el J+gerel
IR, I RGNS, REBR, ATEH T FITcHD AISTHATITT S, SIfRIdredT Bt edargT
BBV AHTTATT T [de8YS FAMT STIUIIT SIFIAT AT YATAT STRTUETEl B BRI
T T Y& AT STUITT TR A8, & Al STV AR,
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FIoRReT YT ATAUIRI, IRRTEAT SoTeT ARITET SENTaRET e IR, < SISl
e DRUIN, WW@WWWWWWWQ@AW
=T HCHHI AT A QugTeT I BRI FRil gD YOS SiaAcds BIaH
AT ? HAT I T STARey AfIfel), AT RATERTARIS 53 TAearRi e 3187y 318, el
Wgw?aﬁ;wwmwﬁagﬁvﬁﬁ”.mwﬂawaﬁmw
TUIYOT ST 318, HHATAAT Fgad el gadr Hax Q0% Rl I18rd, g sarear g&drern
Yot FARIYU aRaT fAwTel 318, STeI=aT BT ATeT UeRe! B =13, AT faR Tl o
UG ? AT SR Il FERASAT I FIHaames &R Aiad $all sidl, Sarr
BTG ATHA T SEDhIL AT, 7,1, 9,8, 1,7 IT 1S Eq=Icl AT SIT, T FRIATAT Beh=IT
W?WWWWW?WQ?@W%WWWW
HIGARTATAT DT qcel e, T THT Hed-+ HIST Si1d HIEE sidr. A e
IRIRTAT ST el TRIST AFIGATeT SIRTER, YU UTe quiedl G- FHIYOT IR Bigel Soge
foTeTeraT SiTell TR o ®Urer,

“I am still able to work well with my hands. I still have good eyes
and good brain. The other option was to stay in a nursing home and
wait for death. Death will come, when it comes; why should I wait
for it?”

TG HAT Gl ST AT RO, AISATSRISRT FYUIR 318, 3T T REhIvT ToREHR 3,
TRIT IUSAT TRIEGR g1 a1c YTt B EIYq & Uy fduRe, Hicd SHrar Adrsiia
BRI TS, Tl Blodoll qargil H9gT SEmel fHdr BN 8 Ul el el

Jufaarr wrarg, “I fell down on November 10,2001, broke four ribs, But
the world must go on.”

Tl IRSHARIAT 3Teh TISITT FAT et ST GEIBUT F8Tel Doll. T2l d&-, G-, T
g IRIR® #ATaT HEl A=A BT STbr 99T ATSId. AT BT A9 FHeRIER
ST TS ATTEHTT ST, T, ST, IS A SHIAuar), SHITHIS IR0 g fqugr
DIy Tl SToT=ar SRIT 3 ? RIS FITEE 31T BRI IV e, BT
FETeierdr fhdiomonE foRd sd? AwRRIAT dIeleR, T 8IS WRIAY SAfhar
JII? AT P YT UIgH, T 8wl IR SR W9, AT 377oddr 3ffg, “Sf. Qifard
SIMICHTAT YRTHIYUIT AU BT? AR TS S 4, i W) wefiar Yaprast et
Sl IREHAR, AU Yebe I AT ST, AR b febe 3T Bl
:HTeT STehT~eh HHTG-I< Qe B, AT F&l-<qTe T, Y ST ATl TSI, AT 3T
SATFRIOR 78T ARTSIIOT SIRHA Bof et 3718, “Bifad e a1 ATeaT F-.qdd eaream
HATT TS TRIER e A9 $iTet 3178, T &0f SH~iaaredT a=on, Al pasr e
DHRATT AT TN 31T DI, & e Jear erfdr=it Serirar arear At U $aedl, 3947 Jeaied]
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YT ARG (el T80 3TTSTH 9 ARUIIRe!, AT Jeil 3k 0il 3778,

GERYRAT STHIdT AT IR aR) TSHRAT dasderd Ferell g gy a1 fasr=ar g
SRIFART HHETIAT 3T, 8 HIYd I AT D dTbaldl gal Mg, dreear |riifars, gagrar
MR T ST T 8IS S AHAl. HT G IAE AFGT DI ST = 0%
HTAUTAT §&ATAT 3% HRT =01 FRIST FTel STl AT8]. el BXdelell ST & el a1
Jqraret LT AT AT B A=Al SIS JAThTeT SATI0T FRTS] JT0ATAT QUicrar STl
el

3T FEUIAT, YahaT ] YT YTl UMel, “HIsAT gfte, ol g Sradied dot. TS
GIET ST oG, ATgHATGD YEEIe! Al SHY WAhal YUT b 8, Yh Bl Fall IS
JeTSel TE!. I & B 3 g Tohell 3T ? T IS Il g DIS STl 2 Fakird ©led Tbell SIAT
Sic] WD ? fohaT S 3T BT, Y Y Yebd I Sil gl I<aT SISAT oaT, T8l ST ol ?
3TN gofiehs Uifgel Sl Uil SIGATd TeledT Y &R Iad il T T JERTDS g
BT T BIKH. FAT dTed], HT AT ATIT @i ST St Ifeell J1eR Tfdelt srvid,
JERITT SFAYH IRGHAR BT A1 IAC e, IMMOT T@ofl FHE=N FgR §Hell 3.
e AT ARG &1 AT, el SR AR Heledl Jelqelrear F=am ST
JaTT I 37TE.

WQWWWWWW@H e e FHiUd SitaT AT SISATHAR
3R, YT TT A, TG, HU S ST, ASTI=aT SiBdTd qcaiedl Hargad,
TIFR ARGARTHRET Hegad el gadld T S 8l 9 <drd 31y g:Raciean et
Sofla 99 S Sl JHal. 37T AU AR Slovd TN 7AT HESII0T $ie] el
QAT e, Y IHA BT B, HY YHd Il S el Siasdrd wel, T8l S odr? ar
JRTAT SERTAT ST A A1 AFadal 9REAT HRTOMT YAbThs ITad 3iTe. Sf. Sifaraear a1
ST Sy e TR aed Sieaie, geaiTed YReT YT ST TTar AT HISAT
FTBTYCIIcra AT HHANT AR TRIGRT T SR 37T8.

1. ST faISTT BlcgeHr.
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Directed By: Meena Nerurkar

Date and Time: Sunday, April 8th 2012, 2pm

Venue: Queens High School For Teaching and Arts
74-20 Commonwealth Blvd.
Bellerose, NY 11426
(Please use the entrance on Union Turnpike)
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